
UVic adds four to 
Canada Research 
Chair roster 


Scholars whose research ranges 
from the explosive impact of 
Internet technology to Dadaism, 
to evolutionary genetics and galaxy 
evolution are the latest UVic faculty 
members to receive Canada Research 
Chair appointments. 

The renewable award comes 
in two tiers. Tier-one recipients 
are considered the “stars of to¬ 
day.” Their awards provide each 
researcher with $200,000 a year 
for seven years and can be renewed 
indefinitely. Tier-two recipients are 
considered the “stars of tomorrow” 
and their awards provide each 
researcher with $100,000 a year 
over five years, renewable once. 

This round of new chairs includes 
tier one recipients Dr. Ben Koop 
(biology) and Dr. Arthur Kroker 
(political science), and tier two 
recipients Dr. Allan Antiff (fine 


arts) and Dr. Sara Ellison (physics 
and astronomy). All but Koop are 
newcomers to UVic. 

“The Canada Research Chair 
program continues to provide UVic 
with the opportunity to attract 
some of the brightest researchers 
whose work will have an impact 
far beyond our borders,” says UVic 
President Dr. David Turpin. 

“The range and expertise 
represented by these latest talented 
appointees fulfils the programs 
promise of supporting scholars 
from all disciplines, and our inter¬ 
disciplinary approach to learning 
will give a wide range of students 
the benefit of their knowledge.” 

UVic now has 17 Canada Re¬ 
search Chairs and is expected to 
receive 21 more. 

For profiles on the four new 
chairs, see p. 5. 



Vikes bring home the gold 


The UVic Vikes women's basketball 
team won their ninth national title 
earlier this month in Hamilton, 
Ontario, despite being ranked sixth 
heading into the tournament. 

The hard-working Vikes earned 
their gold medal by beating third- 
ranked Memorial University in the 
opening game of the CIS cham¬ 
pionships and then taking the 
number two ranked University de 
Laval in the semi-finals. 

That set the Vikes up for a nail- 
biter final match against the third- 


ranked University of Winnipeg. The 
game was tied nine times, including 
at the break. The Vikes didn't gain 
any breathing room until the dying 
minutes of the game when UVic 
scored nine more points and shut 
down the Winnipeg offence to break 
a 51-51 tie and win the title 60-51. 

For her efforts as team leader 
throughout the tournament, fifth- 
year guard Lindsay Anderson was 
named the championship's MVP 
and co-recipient of the CIS athlete- 
of-the-week award. 


Mini-archaeologists conduct a mini-excavation with the assistance of UVic grad and consulting archaeologist John Somogyi. 

Left to right: Christopher Clark, Annie Walters-Shumka, Somogyi, and Kristina Walters-Shumka. 

Kids dig classics 


They came, they saw, and they got 
thoroughly classical March 15 and 
16, as 60 elementary school-aged 
children converged on the fourth 
floor of the Clearihue Building 
to dig up potsherds (earthenware 
fragments), paint Greek vases, 
cavort in togas and compose their 
own personal mottoes in Latin 
(just like Harry Potter)—all as 
part of the department of Greek 
and Roman studies’ “Kids Dig 


Classics” workshops. 

Organized by Drs. Patricia Clark 
and Leslie Shumka, this second 
annual childrens workshop—aimed 
at acquainting youngsters with the 
wonders of the ancient Graeco- 
Roman world—was a great success. 

“The kids were very turned on, 
very excited,” says Clark. “They 
enjoyed dressing the part in togas 
and tunics and even a laurel-leaf 
crown. Most popular were the 


archaeology dig box, the ancient 
technology room and the Latin 
room, with professor emeritus Peter 
Smith dressed as a wizard.” 

About a dozen Greek and Roman 
studies undergraduate student 
volunteers helped in the planning 
and execution of the workshops, 
and funding was provided by the 
dean of humanities, the Greek and 
Roman studies course union, and 
the department. 


let’s talk 

scrence 

Grad students revive a popular science 
awareness program at UVic 


by Margaret Milne 


“I remember when I was in high 
school,” says Heather Danforth. “I 
thought you could be a doctor, a 
lawyer or an engineer. I really had 
no idea about careers in science.” 

Danforth is now a master’s 
student in forest biology at 
UVic. She’s also one of the co¬ 
ordinators of the Let’s Talk Science 
Partnership Program, an outreach 
program that’s making high school 
students more aware of all that 
science can offer. 

The program’s mandate is to 
increase scientific literacy, says 
Leigh Anne Isaac, a biology 


master’s student and the program’s 
other co-ordinator. “We do this 
through partnerships we create 
between grad students and 
teachers.” 

Graduate student volunteers are 
paired with grade school and high 
school teachers who have asked 
for science help in the classroom. 
The teachers get the resource of 
a knowledgeable scientist, the 
grad students get experience 
communicating their research, 
and the students get to see science 
and scientists in action. “It’s very 
much a three-way relationship,” 
says Isaac. “Everyone’s getting 
something out of it.” 


Let’s Talk Science is a national 
organization, but it started at a 
very grassroots level. In 1991, Dr. 
Bonnie Schmidt started a small 
outreach program during her 
graduate studies at the University 
of Western Ontario. Since then, 
Let’s Talk Science has grown to 
include 13 universities across the 
country. 

UVic had participated in the 
program in the past, but the 
person who was co-ordinating it 
graduated. Isaac restarted UVic’s 
program in 2001 after meeting 
another grad student who was 
involved in the organization. “I 
think making science relevant is 
so important,” says Isaac. “People 
think science is hard and not 
applicable, but in many parts of 
our life, it’s so important.” 

The program at UVic is 
supported by the dean of 
engineering, the dean of science 
and the Let’s Talk Science national 
office. Danforth came on board 


as as a co-ordinator in 2002 and 
has partnered with a Grade 11 
chemistry teacher at Victoria 
High. “I visited the school and 
talked about what university is 
all about,” she says. “The kids 
had a lot of questions that only a 
real student could answer.” 

Other grad students have 
done classroom visits that 
included making compasses 
with Grade 10 science students 
and listening to whale noises 
with Grade 3 children. In all, 
about 10 graduate students are 
involved in the program, from 
the departments of physics 
and astronomy, biology and 
environmental studies. “We 
very much want to expand into 
other departments,” says Isaac. 
“We’d love to get grad students 
from engineering, math and 
chemistry.” 

Being a grad student volunteer 
takes a lot of self-motivation but 
it’s very rewarding” says Danforth. 


After pairing a grad student with 
a teacher, Danforth and Isaac 
provide support and ideas, but 
are otherwise hands-off—it’s up 
to the partnership to decide how 
many and what kind of classroom 
visits to make. “It’s more fun that 
way,” says Danforth. “We’re not 
dictating what you have to do. You 
get to use your own knowledge and 
your own style.” 

In the end, the program is 
about making people aware of 
science. “We’re trying to increase 
dialogue, so that UVic isn’t just 
this big research institution on top 
of the hill,” says Isaac. “Another 
important part is ‘stopping the 
stereotype’—the kids see you’re 
young, you may not be male, 
you’re not some crazy person in a 
lab coat.” 

“It’s making science real,” adds 
Danforth. “And making it fun!” 

For more information on 
Let’s Talk Science at UVic, visit 
www.engr.uvic.ca/ ~lts. 


DIANA NETHERCOTT 
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AT THE FOOT OF SINCLAIR HILL 


Jeremy Donaldson 


Lawyer / Family Law Mediator 

FIRST INTERVIEW FREE 

• ICBC cases on percentage 

• Wills & Estates 

• Real Estate Conveyancing 

• Mortgages 

• Divorce & Family 


stratoliner@shaw.ca 2558 Sinclair Road Victoria BC 250-721-5759 



Chartwell Travel 

OF CADBORO BAY 

Check our prices first! 

The world at your doorstep 
Competitive prices • Cruises • Package 
holidays • Adventure travel • Business travel 

3826 Cadboro Bay Rd. 477-3550 


Get off campus 
& come on down 

Sunday Buffet $Q95 
Brunch ^ 

Best Sunday brunch in 
Cadboro Bay: 11 am - 2 pm 



Cadboro Bay’s 
Neighbourhood Pub 

Cold Beer & 
Wine Off Sales 


Reservations 477-2688 2581 Penrhyn St. 

Check our Web page for up-to-date information: 
www.smugglerscove.shawbiz.ca 


Locally Owned and Operated 

Mon-Fri 8 am-9 pm 
Saturday 8 am-7:30 pm 
Sunday 9 am-7:30 pm 
2 tM Interac 

3829 Cadboro Bay Road 

477-6513 


10% Student 
Saver Discount 
now available 
Monday to 
Thursday 

(excluding select items) 

FREE DELIVERY 


Now Two 
Great Locations! 


Cadboro Bay 

PEOPLES PHARMACY 

Prescriptions 
Herbals & Supplements 
Greeting Cards & Gifts 
Film & Photo Developing 
Photocopying & Fax 
Post Office 

477-2131 

3825 Cadboro Bay Rd. 

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-5pm 


PEOPLES 

PHARMACY 

Prescriptions 
Herbals & Supplements 
Film & Photo Developing 
Personal Care Products 
Cosmetics 

721-3400 

UVic Student Union Buildinj 

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 


UVic student extended medical cards accepted at both locations 



PREMIUM BULKllFOOD 


3831 Cadboro Bay Rd. 
forgoodmeasure@shaw.ca 


10% UVic 

Student 

discount 

Best home-made 
trail mixes in 
the city 


477-6811 


New service provides 
grant application assistance 


by Robie Liscomb 

Faculty and graduate students 
are gaining an edge in national 
and international competitions 
for research, career and training 
awards with a new grants facilitation 
program being launched by 
the office of the vice-president 
research (OVPR). The program 
will integrate technical, substantive 
and mentoring support for grant 
preparation. 

“There has always been support 
for grant preparation at UVic, but 
it was largely informal and lacked 
coordination,” says Dr. Howard 
Brunt, associate vice-president 
research. “While the faculties of 
science and engineering have a 
long-standing tradition of grant 
mentorship, similar support has 
been quite variable in other faculties. 
We see this new integrated program 
as a way of helping faculty and grad 
students across campus maximize 
their success with external funding 
agencies.” 

Over the past year, three research 
grants officers have been appointed 
in the OVPR, one for each of 
the three major national grants 
competitions: Marie Antonissen for 
the Canadian Institutes for Health 
Research, Brenda Driedger for the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council and the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation, and 
Karolyn Jones for the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council. 

They offer faculty and graduate 
students technical support—such 
as budget review and assistance 
with interpreting application 
guidelines—related to the grants 
programs of these agencies and such 
programs as the Canadian Health 
Services Research Foundation, 
Canada Council, and Genome 
BC. The grants officers can also help 
researchers find sources of funding 
for projects. 

For more substantive grants 
crafting assistance, grants facilitators 
will work with faculty and students 
to effectively communicate and 
translate their ideas into fundable 


applications. Currently, the grants 
facilitators are Dr. Cecilia Benoit, 
Dr. Anne Marshall, Jane Groves, 
Sabine Schuerholz-Lehr and Dr. 
Rosemary Ommer, and there are 
plans to add to their number. 

In addition, OVPR has made 
funds available to the deans to help 
support decentralized mentorship 
and grants crafting at the faculty 
level, and each faculty has devised 
a grants facilitation strategy that 
best fits the needs of its researchers. 
These range from providing course 
release for junior faculty members 
embarking on a research program, 
to employing a faculty-level grants 


coordinator or partially funding the 
secondment of an associate dean 
whose mandate includes grants 
crafting and developing mentorship 
programs. 

“We encourage faculty members 
and graduate students to use these 
resources in whatever way best suits 
their needs,” says Brunt. 

OVPR will be offering a series 
of grants crafting workshops this 
spring. Via the OVPR Web site 
(www.research.uvic.ca) faculty and 
grad students can follow links 
to information about funding 
opportunities, contact grants officers, 
and request grants crafting assistance. 



Ready, set. Go! 

UVic theatre student Monica McGarry uses the UVic fountain for a backdrop to 
deliver the inaugural weekly update on 2003 events for CH TV's Go! Magazine. 
McGarry and fellow theatre students Mitch Pollock and Emma Miller will share 
on-camera reporting duties for the weekly one-minute segments that highlight 
upcoming events from the 2003 Celebration events calendar. The segments air 
at the close of Go! on Thursdays just before 7 p.m. CH is one of the community 
sponsors for the 2003 celebration. 


Research at the University of Victoria 2002103, 

produced by communications services for the office of the 
vice president research, has received the silver award in the 
International Gallery of Superb Printing 2002 competition 
of the International Association of Printing House Crafts¬ 
men. The publication was designed by Malahat Group 
International and printed by Hemlock Printers. The 2003/04 
edition is in production and will be available in early April. 

A 76-trombone salute to Dr. Gerald King (curriculum 
& instruction) who has been elected a member of the 
American Bandmasters Association (ABA), a select group 
of 260 members recognized as outstanding concert band 
teachers/conductors and composers of concert band 


literature from across the U.S. and Canada. Membership 
in the ABA is considered the highest honour an individual 
can receive in the concert band and related fields. 

Krista Thompson, the Vikes women's field hockey 
team's assistant coach, was named runner-up in the 
sports leader category of this year's C-FAX community 
awards. The former national field hockey team member 
has helped guide the Vikes to three gold, two silver and 
one bronze medal at the CIS championships. Thompson 
has coached at elite provincial and regional camps, has 
volunteered to coach field hockey at local elementary 
and high schools, and has coached a B.C. Under 20 
hockey team to a gold medal performance. 
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ALL EVENTS FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS, SEE WWW.UVIC.CA/EVENTS 


Thursday, March 20 

Sessions in Spirituality 11:30 a.m. 
Icons: Theology in Paint and Gold. 
Jenny Hainsworth, iconographer. 
Grad Centre, room 108. 721-8338 

Diversity Month Lecture 12 p.m. In 

Sisterhood: Restoring Funding to Womens 
Services. Karen Wickham, BCGEU, 
Local 301. Univ. Centre, senate 
chambers (room A180). 721-7087 

Humanities Symposium 12-6 p.m. 
Preventing Crimes Against Humanity: 
Lessons from the Asia Pacific War 
(1931-1945). Cinecenta, SUB. 
721-4677 

Career Forum 2:30-4 p.m. Know 
Your Rights & Responsibilities in the 
Workplace. Tammy Wilson, employ¬ 
ment standards officer. Univ. 
Centre, senate chambers (room 
A180). 721-8421 

Physics & Astronomy Lecture 3:30 
p.m. Quantum Computing. Dr. 
Raymond Laflamme, Univ. of 
Waterloo. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 105. 721-7705 

Engineering Lecture 7 p.m. Effect of 
Low-Level Vibrations on Diffusion, 
Observed in Experiments Conducted 
on the MIR Space Station and the U.S. 
Space Shuttle. Bjarni Tryggvason, 
Canadian Space Agency. Centre for 
Innovative Teaching, room 105. 
721-8612 

Beck Lecture 7:30 p.m. The Books of 
the Icelanders. Dr. Vesteinn Olason, 
Univ. of Iceland. University Club, 
Wild Rose room. 721-7236 


Friday, March 21 

Beck Lecture 10:30 a.m. Snorri 
Sturluson: Viking Mythographer and 
Historian. Dr. Vesteinn Olason, 
Univ. of Iceland. Clearihue Bldg., 
room A204. 721-7236 

FRIDAYMUSIC 12:30 p.m. School of 
music chamber ensembles. Phillip 
T. Young Recital Hall, MacLaurin 
Bldg., room B125. 

Elimination of Racism Forum 1:30- 
3:30 p.m .Anti-Racist & Anti-Oppressive 
Approaches to Teaching. Open forum 
sponsored by the learning & teaching 
centre. Centre for Innovative Teaching, 
room 128. 721-8571 

Philosophy Lecture 2:30 p.m. 
Compatibilism and Moral Sense. Paul 
Russell, UBC. Clearihue Bldg., 
room A303. 721-7512 

Landsowne Lecture 3:30 p.m. Sacred 
Ecology: Re-assessing Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge. Dr. Fikret 
Berkes, Univ. of Manitoba. Strong 
Bldg., room Cl 18. 721-7354 

Public Administration Seminar 4 p.m. 

Mega Projects and Public Policy: 
Pathologies in Project Evaluation. Tom 
Gunton, SFU. Strong Bldg., room 
C108.721-8056 

School of Music 8 p.m. University of 
Victoria Wind Symphony. Dr. Gerald 
King, conductor and Chris Harshman, 
conductor. Univ. Centre Farquhar 
Auditorium. $10/8.721-7903 


Saturday, March 22 

French Conference 9:15 a.m.-4 p.m. 
“Maternites/paternities” in language 
and literature. Presented by graduate 
students from UVic and the Univ. 
of Washington. Centre for Innova¬ 
tive Teaching, room 116. 721-7368 



RING PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
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Calendar items should be sent to UVic communications (Sedgewick Cl49, 
fax 721-8955, e-mail ucom@uvic.ca) or entered into the online calendar 
(www. uvic.ca/events) by no later than 4 p.m. on the Wednesday of the week 
prior to publication. Late submissions cannot be accepted for publication. For 
more information, call 721-7636. 


COPY DEADLINE 


Vikes Soccer UVic Keg Spring Cup. 
Women’s at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. Men’s 
at 12 p.m. & 4 p!m. Centennial 
Stadium, UVic. Continues March 
23. 721-8725 

UVic 5K Fun Run 10 a.m. Annual 
event sponsored by RecPlus. 
McKinnon Gym, UVic. $12/15. 
721-8721 

Vikes Men's Rugby vs Capilano 3 p.m. 
Wallace Field. 721-8725 

School of Music 8 p.m. UVic Cham¬ 
ber Singers Concert: Shakespeare and 
Choral Music. Bruce Moore, 
conductor. St. Andrew’s Cathedral, 
740 View St. Tickets available at the 
door. $12. 721-7909 


Sunday, March 23 

Black History Film Festival 12-10 p.m. 
Iced in Black. Over 20 works. Me-Kon 
Hays, UVSS African Caribbean 
students. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 105.727-6454 


Monday, March 24 

Lansdowne Lecture 10:30 a.m. 
Alliances: A New Growth Engine for 
the 21st Century. Dr. Peter Pekar, 
International Investment Bank of 
Houlihan, Lokey, Howard & 
Zukin. Business & Economics 
Bldg., room 363. 721-6068 

Computer Science Lecture 1:30 p.m. 
Designing Switch Blocks for Circuit 
Switching Networks. Dr. Hongbing 
Fan, UVic. Engineering Office 
Wing, room 430. 721-7209 

Lansdowne Lecture 3 p.m. Hellenistic 
and Roman Ideas of Self: Issues and 
Approaches. Dr. Christopher Gill, 
Univ. of Exeter, England. Human 
& Social Development Bldg., room 
A240. 721-8528 

Lansdowne Lecture 7 p.m. Managing 
the Ocean Commons: Opportunities 
and Challenges of Community-Based 
Approaches. Dr. Fikret Berkes, Univ. 
of Manitoba. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 105. 721-7354 

Visual Arts Exhibit 7-9 p.m. Imaging 
Home: A Dialogue of Place and 
Identity. UVic visual arts students. 
Visual Arts Bldg. 370-4332 


Tuesday, March 25 

A Force More Powerful Film 12:30 
p.m. Bringing Down a Dictator: Non¬ 
violent Strategies to Defeat Milosevic 
in 2000. Catherine Morris, Institute 
for Dispute Resolution. Centre for 
Innovative Teaching, room 110. 
721-8199 

Earth and Ocean Research Seminar 

3:30 p.m. Evangelizing in the Wilder¬ 
ness: The Canadian Fisheries Expedition 
of 1915. Dr. Eric Mills, Dalhousie 
Univ. Centre for Innovative Teaching, 
room 105. 721-8848 

Lansdowne Lecture 4 p.m. VirgiTs 
“Aeneid”: Character and Passion. Dr. 
Christopher Gill, Univ. of Exeter, 
England. Human & Social Develop¬ 
ment Bldg., room A240. 721-8528 

Lansdowne Lecture 7 p.m. Contamin¬ 
ated by Peace: Why the Arts Matter. Dr. 
Rena Upitis, Queen’s Univ. Strong 
Bldg., room C108. 721-7759 

Wednesday, March 26 

Learning & Teaching Centre Lecture 

12 p.m. Sharing Aspirations in Teach¬ 


ing Excellence. Dr. Francis Choy, 
UVic. Centre for Innovative Teaching 
Bldg., room 128. 721-8571 

Malaysian Film Series 2:30 p.m. 
Lips to Lips. Dr. Gaik Khoo, UVic. 
Clearihue Bldg., room Cl 10. 
721-7483 

Physics & Astronomy Seminar 3:30 
p.m. Turbulent Solitary Waves in the 
Coastal Ocean. Jim Mourn, Oregon 
State Univ. Elliott Bldg., room 061. 
721-7706 

Religion & Society Lecture 4 p.m. 

Faith-based Ethics: The Challenge for 
Uganda. Michael Hadley, professor 
emeritus, UVic. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 110. 721-6325 

Health Forum 7-9 p.m. The Importance 
of the Romanow Report for Rural ’ 
Remote and First Nations Health Issues. 
Judy Stein, UVic. Centre for Innovative 
Teaching, room 110. 592-9365 

UVic Alumni Travel Program 7 p.m. 

From the Outback to the Glaciers. 
Tom McLean, Collette Vacations. 
University Club. 721-4322 

Thursday, March 27 

Lansdowne Lecture 7:30 p.m. Invulner - 
ability, Therapy and Community in 
Hellenistic-Roman Thought. Dr. 
Christopher Gill, Univ. of Exeter, 
England. Cornett Bldg., room B108. 
721-8528 


Friday, March 28 

Dean's Lunchtime Lecture Series 12 

p.m. What’s New in Fine Arts? 
Beethoven as Literary Mentor to E.M. 
Forster. Dr. Michelle Fillion, UVic. 
UVic Downtown (910 Government 
St.). Register 472-4747 

Dance Showcase 2003 12:30-1:30 
p.m. Celebrating Bodies in Motion. 
Display of instructional dance 
courses and dance clubs offered by 
athletics and recreation services. 
Univ. Centre Farquhar Auditorium. 
$3. 721-8721 

Philosophy Lecture 2:30 p.m. 
Empathy and Cognition. Dr. Allison 
Barnes, UVic. Clearihue Bldg., 
room A303. 721-7512 

Schubert Concert 7:30 p.m. Eine 
kleine Schubertiade. UVic Lieder 
Singers, conductor Angelika Arend, 
UVic. St. Aidan’s United Church. 
$10/8. 384-8488 


Saturday, March 29 

Benefit Concert 9 p.m. Helping Hands 
Benefit Concert. Various bands. 
Student Union Building, Vertigo. 
$9/7. 382-5977 


Monday, March 31 

Interfaith Festival 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Including Dialogue on the Meaning 
of Life. Sponsored by UVic Interfaith 
Chaplaincy. SUB, Michele Pujol 
room. 721-8338 


Tuesday, April 1 

Statistics Seminar 10:30 a.m. Proba¬ 
bility and Statistics in Action. Sta¬ 
tistics 260 students. SUB, Michele 
Pujol room. Continuing April 2. 
472-5198 

Earth & Ocean Research Seminar 

3:30 p.m. Honours students present 
their theses. Elliott Bldg., room 061. 

721-8848 


German Lecture 7:30 p.m. Faust: 
Metamorphosen eines Motivs Marlowe 
—Goethe—Hesse. Dr. Angelika Arend, 
UVic. Centre for Innovative Teach¬ 
ing, room 110. 721-7316 

Wednesday, April 2 

Malaysian Film Series 2:30 p.m. 
Snipers. Dr. Gaik Khoo. Clearihue 
Bldg., room Cl 10. 721-7483 

Studies in Religion & Society Lecture 

4 p.m. Traces of the Sacred Cow in 
Contemporary Indian Art, Folk Art 
and Ritual. Eve Millar, UVic. Centre 


for Innovative Teaching, room 110. 

721-6325 


Thursday, April 3 

Lansdowne Lecture 2:30 p.m. Phe¬ 
nomenal Concepts and the Explanatory 
Gap. Dr. David Chalmers, Univ. of Ari¬ 
zona. Centre for Innovative Teaching, 
room 110.721-7512 

Lansdowne Lecture 7 p.m. Uncer¬ 
tainty, Isotropy and Optimality in 
Design. Jorge Angeles, McGill Univ. 
Human & Social Development 
Bldg., room A240. 721-8696 


At the Galleries 

www.maltwood.uvic.ca Info: 721-6562 

Sea & Swirl (until April 11). Acrylic works by Sandra Wiles. 
McPherson Library Gallery. 721-6562 

At the Phoenix Theatres 

www.phoenixtheatres.ca Info: 721-8000 
FIND Festival of Independent Drama: 

RappaccinVs Daughter. 8 p.m. An adaption of Nathaniel Haw¬ 
thorne’s classic 19th-century tale of myth and magic by Charles 
Tidier. March 19-22. Tickets: $9/15/18. 721-8000 
Listen to the Wind. 8 p.m. A charming 1930s drama by James 
Reaney. March 19 & 21. Tickets $12. 721-8000 
Circus Fire. 8 p.m. A brilliant and daring movement piece by Janet 
Munsil. March 20 & 22. Tickets $12. 721-8000 
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THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

UVic's longest serving faculty member reflects 
on 40 years of campus growth 



Leeming 


by Dr. David Leeming 

I magine a large open field with 
a small academic building, 
a dozen army huts and an 
unguarded military gate. 

This was the UVic campus in 
1963-64, my first year as a faculty 
member in the department of 
mathematics. The academic building 
was the A-wing of the Clearihue 
Building. The army huts—now 
huts J and K—contained most of 
the faculty offices. And the military 
gate is long gone from the site where 
the campus security building now 
stands. Some of the army huts are 
still in use. 

When the University of Victoria 
officially came into being on July 1, 
1963 it already had a rich history 
from its 1903 beginnings as Victoria 
College and the Victoria Normal 
School. The decision to relocate 
the campus to Gordon Head from 
the old Lansdowne site, where 
Camosun College is today, brought 
with it a short period (1963-1966) 
with a split campus. 

During the first few years, my 
office was in J-Hut, one of several 
army huts near McKenzie Avenue. 
In J-Hut there was a secretary and 
12 faculty occupants who came 
from all disciplines. 

I was assigned classes to teach 
on both campuses. In my first year, 

I was one of several faculty who 
taught consecutive classes—first 
at Gordon Head and then at 
Lansdowne. We had only 10 
minutes to commute and begin 
our next class. Fortunately, parking 
was not a problem back then and 
there was no Ring Road to lengthen 
the journey. Students commuted 
between sites by car or by a shuttle 
bus that was provided. 

Adding to the split-campus 
problem was the class timetable. 
For the first few years, Saturday 
morning classes were held from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. As more facilities 
were developed at Gordon Head it 
became the exclusive university site. 
Saturday classes disappeared. Years 
later, the sale of the Lansdowne 
site to the provincial government 
provided a legacy which now funds 
our very successful Lansdowne 
Scholars Program. 

In the early ’60s many new 
faculty including myself didn’t have 
a PhD. The university encouraged 
us to return to graduate school with 
an assisted leave program. I was 
one of three in the mathematics 
department who took advantage 
of this program to complete our 
PhDs. It wasn’t long before a PhD 
was required for initial academic 
appointments and the assisted leave 
program was phased out. 

There was some unrest in this 
period as UVic made the transition 
from a college to a university. New 
faculty hires, not familiar with the 
history of the place, were intent on 
making their own mark on the new 
institution. This was to be expected and 
was just part of an emerging university, 


although UVic did experience its own 
set of growing pains. 

In the ’60s, as is the case now, there 
was an active faculty association, and 
negotiations with the administration 
gradually brought better working 
conditions and benefits for faculty. 
But there was one area that wasn’t 
negotiable at that time, and that was 
the salary settlement. We were simply 
told what the settlement was. This 
was mitigated somewhat by the quite 


On Wednesday, April 16 
the UVic Faculty Associa¬ 
tion is hosting a wine and 
cheese reception for faculty 
and librarians to celebrate 
40 years at the Gordon 
Head campus."Celebrating 
the Sixties," takes place 
from 4-7 p.m. at the Uni¬ 
versity Club. For more 
information,call 721-7939 
or e-mail uvicfa@uvic.ca. 


generous treatment we were afforded 
in these settlements. However, there 
was a discomfort that’s always present 
in a paternalistic system. 

Gradually, faculty were given 
a more meaningful role in the 
process. The tenure document 
was established with a mechanism 
for its amendment. More recently, 
the first negotiated framework 
agreement is evidence of how far 
we’ve travelled along the road to 
a collegial process for creating the 
proper employment environment 
for faculty and librarians. 

The ’70s brought great growth 
and academic diversity on campus. 
Many buildings were constructed 
and highly qualified faculty were 
being attracted to UVic. In this 
decade came the development 


of the law school, an expansion 
to the McPherson Library, and 
construction of the McKinnon 
Gym and the University Centre, 
including a magnificent auditorium. 
The prevailing wisdom was to 
build the auditorium first, as it was 
conjectured (correctly in hindsight) 
that, in future, government would 
be much more likely to fund 
academic space than an auditorium. 
That proved to be great vision with 
lasting benefit. 

I have involved myself in all 
aspects of campus life over the 
years. Of course, one of the greatest 
joys of the job is the interaction 
with students. By and large, my 
students have been interested, 
keen to learn and grateful for 
the mentoring I have provided. 
Blackboard and chalk were, and 
still are, my primary teaching tools. 
The occasional overhead has crept 
into my classroom of late. And I 
now maintain a Web site for each 
course. 

Looking back on my time at 
UVic, it’s been a great journey, with 
many happy memories and few 
regrets. And it isn’t over yet, since I 
don’t retire until June 30, 2004. 

I can certainly look with pride 
today at the intellectual and physical 
growth of the university over its first 
four decades. We’ve developed a 
beautiful university campus and it’s 
vital that it remain so as it continues 
to expand. 

UVic has also rightfully earned 
a reputation as one of Canada’s 
finest universities. This is an 
amazing legacy left by those who 
have been the pioneer developers 
of the university—something 
to reflect on as we celebrate this 
anniversary year and look ahead 
to the decades to come. 



Woods debate 
"borders on the absurd" 

No one on campus likes to see trees cut down. But the continuing 
debate over the clearance of trees and shrubs beside the Cunningham 
Building and the impending removal of approximately 40 more trees 
to make room for the new engineering and computer science building, 
borders on the absurd. 

The fact is that, however aesthetically pleasing, the wooded 
areas in question (primarily, second-growth Douglas-fir) do not, by 
any stretch of the imagination, constitute unique or undisturbed 
ecosystems or habitats. 

Surely the key issue is how we establish and maintain the 
appropriate balance between ever-increasing demands for space 
and the need to preserve the beauty and uniqueness of our campus. 
In many respects, the university deserves credit for protecting and 
enhancing some truly wonderful ecosystems and habitats—Mystic 
Vale, for example. 

An added and somewhat ironic complication is that the university 
is obliged by the municipalities to maintain a given amount of parking 
space on campus. So, even if buildings are put up on parking lots, 
the university must find ways to offset the attendant loss of parking 
space. Further, there is a huge amount of pressure from residents in 
areas surrounding the campus to limit the amount of parking and 
traffic on their streets. 

Clearly there are many people on campus who are deeply 
concerned about environmental issues, but I suggest that their anger 
with respect to the removal of part of the Cunningham woods and 
the location of the new buildings is misplaced, and their energy 
misdirected. 

Dr. Nigel Livingston 
Centre for Forest Biology 

Criticizing Israeli policy 
is not anti-Semitic 

Like David Zimmerman {TheRing, March 6), I abhor anti-Semitism 
and all forms of racism. I have attended carefully to, and learned from, 
recent debates among left-wing Canadian Jews about the difficulties 
involved in criticizing Israeli government policies—without being, 
or being accused of being, anti-Semitic. 

For instance, Vancouver physician Gabor Mate (replying to a Dec. 6 
Globe and Mail “Comment” article on the topic written by three 
prominent Canadian Jews) said: “As a Jew and a former member 
of the Zionist youth movement, I understand the affinity (these) 
writers have for Israel. I can also see why the blindly murderous 
attitudes and actions of some of the Palestinian resistance trigger a 
powerfully defensive emotional response in the Jewish community. 
But the flaw in their argument is rooted in a confounding of Jewish 
identify with the Jewish state.” 

Dr. Mate goes on to suggest, in other words, that these particular 
writers need to “go and see” and he thinks that if they did, they 
too would be “shocked” at “Israel’s relentless and ultimately self¬ 
destructive expansionism, militarism and state violence.” Palestinians 
are disenfranchised, dispossessed and humiliated by it, he argues. 

My own “one-sided” participant observations and comments in 
Viewpoint {The Ring , Feb. 20) are made in this same vein of opening 
Israeli policy and its results to critical scrutiny. They’re based on 
my conviction that the world needs to see more than it does of the 
day-to-day realities of Palestinian life under the occupation. Then, 
as analysts, we can begin to separate out the ideology from what’s 
actually happening. 

Amira Haas, an Israeli journalist writing in the Jerusalem 
newspaper Haaretz, makes the same point to Israeli readers in her 
Feb. 12, 2003 article, “The myth of the state and the reality of 
annexation.” She says: “During the decade of negotiations, which 
began in 1991 with the Madrid Conference, the idea of a Palestinian 
state as a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict won an ever- 
increasing number of supporters in Israel.... At the same time, the 
Palestinian lands earmarked for the state shrank, and were carved up 
and divided.... But back then, like now, most Israelis never went into 
the territorities. Therefore everything that took place was abstract. A 
bypass road? Land expropriation? Setdement expansion? Uprooted 
trees? Closure? What’s all that compared to talk of Israeli readiness 
for concessions in some undefined future. Thus the myths became 
tangible and real —the myth of concessions like the myth of support 
for a state. And those myths continue to feed the nearly unshakable 
support for the Israeli military policy in the territories.” 

The views expressed by Haas and Mate support my contention that 
others besides myself, and people credible within the Jewish community 
here and abroad, are insisting that Israel’s Palestinian policies and 
actions be more accurately reported and critically appraised. 

Dr. Marie Campbell > professor emeritus 
Human and social development 

Dr. Campbell will present an illustrated talk on her recent trip to the 
occupied West Bank at 7:30 pm on Monday, March 24 in the Strong 
Bldg., room Cl 12. 
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